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'Half a paolo! and our Holy Father the Pope does not
forbid them! If that is not a sin of gluttony I do not know
what is. I have eaten them, but I shall certainly accuse
myself of gluttony when I go to confession.5
We drank two bottles of champagne at supper, and after-
wards I had some rum and lemons brought up, which I
made into punch with a third bottle of champagne. The
two girls grew very lively, and laughed loudly when they
found they could not walk straight across the floor.
At the beginning of Lent a suitor, a merchant of Civita
Vecchia, presented himself for Emilia, but he had only
four hundred crowns, whereas the convent demanded that
he should have six hundred. Seeing, however, that Emilia's
happiness depended on her making a good marriage, and
as the man was in every other way desirable, I succeeded in
procuring the needful money. In eight days everything was
arranged for the wedding. The day that she left the con-
vent she went to Civita Vecchia with her husband, and the
same week Menicuccio married his sweetheart and estab-
lished himself comfortably in Rome.
The good superior gave Armellina a new governess, a
young girl, only three or four years older than my little
friend, and very good looking; she did not interest me
much, however. Her name was Scolastica, and she was
sought in marriage by a man in a very good position, but
who, being the son of her cousin, came within the pro-
hibited degrees. It would not have been difficult to get a
dispensation for a small sum of money, but I promised to
try and obtain one gratis. Scolastica had never been to the
theatre, but Armellina begged me to take them to a ball
instead; this was rather more difficult. I asked the two
friends if they would mind dressing as men if I procured
everything needful for the disguise; they consented gladly.
I hired the clothes necessary to transform them into two
handsome boys, and had them sent to the tavern. There was
a good fire in the room, and I told them that if they wished